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February 2025 President’s Message

n my January note in the Weak Spark | encouraged everyone to attend the National

AACA Convention in Charlotte/Concord, and | am happy to report that we had great

representation there! We had at least 12 Alamance Region members in attendance!

The seminars were really good, and the two outings on Thursday were fantastic! The

NC Transportation Museum is always a treat, and the Hendrick Heritage collection
was absolutely mind boggling, with over 240 cars of various makes and vintages. The Friday
night Casino Night was enjoyed by all, and the “funny money” winnings were exchanged for
tickets for the door prizes that were donated. The trade show was expanded this year, with
representation from several regions with upcoming shows and tours, memorabilia vendors,
collector car insurance representatives, steering wheel and knob restoration services, and
many more.

We also received two awards for the Alamance Region: the Award of Distinction for The
Weak Spark, and the Award of Excellence for our Alamance Region website! Thank
you to all who contributed articles and support, but thank you most of all to our editor Bruce
Anliker! | am also happy to report that we had several members from the Alamance Region
that took the National Judges Training, and are now qualified to be on the Apprentice Judging
Team at a National Meet! Overall, this convention was a roaring success! Thank you to all of
the teams at National and in Charlotte that made it so great.

Our next meeting will be held at K&W Cafeteria in Burlington, at 6:30 pm. We will be celebrating
our significant others for Valentine’s day. We will be meeting in the back room of K&W.

The weather in February and early March is always hit or miss, but we have had some really
nice temperatures over the past couple of weeks. Hopefully you have had a chance to get
your car or truck out for a drive or just to pick up groceries. Last month | challenged our club
to take some pictures while out and about, and hopefully take some photos and write a quick
article for the Weak Spark. The challenge still stands, so start sending in the pictures and
articles! Remember, the more we take the cars out, the more folks learn about our club and
the cars, hopefully adding a few new members along the way!

We’ll see y’all down the road!

Kick,  Ftelmes

News From National

® The new 2025 AACA National President ¢ Hershey 2025 will still be at the Hershey
is David Anspach of Altavista, Virginia. Entertainment Complex, the first full week
of October, starting Tuesday, Oct 7 through

* $5,000 grants are available to Regions . 4 )
Friday Oct 10. The show will be on Friday.

& Chapters that have not hosted a national
event in the past 10 years, and will commit
to host one in the next 3 years.

¢ New AACA logo gear is available at the
online store.

February 2025 Treasurer’s Report

embers are starting to get sponsors for our spring car show and that is GREAT!
| have $900 of sponsor money in the bank at this point. Please let me know
if you need a sponsor invoice or any information about our 2024 sponsors.
Perhaps we can break our record for the number of sponsors this year. It will
be most helpful as we have trophies and dash plaques to buy and scholarships
to give to deserving auto tech students at Alamance Community College.
Thanks so much!
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It’s a Major Award!

he Alamance Region has scored some awards! As
Rick mentioned in his President’s message, we
scored awards for both the Region website AND the
Weak Spark.

The reality for the newsletter award is that it’s not really
an award for just the editor, it's an award for the entire club.
Because without those of you who write articles, contribute
photos and other items of interest, the newsletter wouldn’t
happen. Nor would it be of as much interest.

Nope, without your input, there would be no Weak Spark. So
thank you! And if you haven’t contributed before, now is your
chance! We’re always in need of interesting photos, articles of
interest, recipes, and notices of current and upcoming events.

When | send out requests for your input for the newsletter, just
send whatever you might have to bruceanliker@yahoo.com. It

will be much appreciated!
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David and Patricia Peeler’s incredible 1911 Oldsmobile at the 2025 National AACA Convention in Charlotte.



hile the location, theme,

and faces may change,

the spirit of the AACA

National Meet remains

constant. It is a gathering
place where people of all ages,
backgrounds, and experiences come
together, united by a shared passion
for preserving and celebrating antique
automobiles.

| have had the privilege of attending
the National Convention many times
throughout my life, and it remains
an event | eagerly anticipate each
year. As a child, | attended with my
parents and siblings, unaware of how
deeply this hobby would shape my
life. | participated in youth programs,
learning about different cars, engines, and their histories.
Now, as an adult and a life member of the Club, my education
continues—not only in engines and automotive history but
also in the stories, connections, and perspectives that make
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The Volkswagen “Beetle” A Brief Look Back in Time

he Volkswagen Beetle is probably the most

familiar and easily recognizable automobile

in the world. With more than 23,000,000

vehicles sold in over 30 countries, it is the

best-selling model in history. Nowhere has
the VW been more popular than among the world’s
young people, who took to it almost right away. Its
popularity is still very strong with our youth today, just
as it was in the 60’s and 70’s. It’s affordable, inexpensive
to maintain, and parts are readily available from numerous
aftermarket parts suppliers. It’s also an easy way to get started
in the hobby with clubs like AACA. Most enthusiasts, however,
don’t know that the little “bug” almost didn’t get off the drawing
board, and that the man chiefly responsible for its eventual
building was one of history’s most infamous despots: Nazi
dictator Adolf Hitler.

According to a standard VW press, “The Volkswagen’s
origins go back to 1931 when Ferdinand Porsche, one of
Europe’s leading automobile engineers, began working
independently to design a small, inexpensive and economically
operated car for the public. “Unable to convince European
automobile companies that they could tap a major market and
increase sales tremendously with the low-cost ‘people’s car’
(or Volkswagen) he envisioned, Porsche was turned down in all
his requests for financial support. Professor Porsche poured his
own resources into his design project, hoping against all odds
that he could make a success of his small car dream. Then in
1933, shortly after the Nazi Party gained power in Germany,
Hitler opened the Berlin Automobile Show with a speech in
which he discussed the need for a small, inexpensive car for
the average man.” That same year, Hitler recalled meeting Dr.
Porsche a decade earlier at an auto race and reached out to
him about his plan. As it turned out, Dr. Porsche had already
drafted the solution, “The VW Beetle”.

Hitler ordered Porsche and the stand-offish Society of

The Timeless Spirit of the AACA National Convention

Photo from 2023 National Convention in Williamsburg, VA.

this community so special. The

. National Convention is more than just
=8 5 conference; it is a place of shared

|| learning, where enthusiasts exchange
1| knowledge and experiences, bridging

= generations and preserving the past for
| the future.

Growing up in the Club has been an
| honor, and experiencing the National

| Convention in different cities and at
different stages of my life has only
deepened my appreciation for what

t represents. As we prepare for the
2025 Convention, | reflect on all the
Club has given me and look forward to
another year of learning, sharing, and
making new connections. | encourage
everyone to attend at least once—to
witness firsthand the dedication, camaraderie, and passion that
defines the AACA and its members.

Fannaty Folmes

German Automobile Manufacturers to produce just such a

the Professor himself regarded as impossible. Porsche
knew that even with America’s then vaunted mass
production techniques, its least expensive automobiles
then sold for about $425.

Nevertheless, the Nazis went ahead with their plans
and financial support of the embryonic VW, and the project.
At the 1937 Berlin Auto Show, Hitler and Ley were briefed by

Dr. Porsche on a VW prototype model, and it was agreed that
the car would be manufactured and sold by the Nazi Kraft

durch Freude, or KdF movement, which in English translates to
“Strength Through Joy,” under which German workers received
discount vacations and other such niceties. And so a car is born.

After the war, a postwar British commission reported after
visiting Wolfsburg, the VW “does not meet the fundamental
technical requirements of a motorcar. As regards performance
and design, it is quite unattractive to the average motorcar
buyer. It is too ugly and too noisy... a type of car like this will
remain popular for two or three years if that. To build the car
commercially would be an uneconomic failure. Never was
an official government report more inaccurate! Production
increased from 100,000 in 1951 to over a million a decade later!

Still, negativism about the little car died hard. When Heinz
Nordhoff, a VW executive, brought the plans to the US in 1949
to raise some American venture capital, a customs official in
New York - after having seen photos of the vehicle told the
executive that he was sure no such car was produced anywhere
in the world, and, even if it were, no one would ever buy it!

(Reprinted with permission from Summer 2022 Rummage Box)

And the rest, as they say, is history.



From some Random Corner of the Internet...

o you know this good luck saying for the first of
the month?

Saying “rabbit rabbit” is a quirky tradition that’s

believed to bring good fortune on the first day of
the month. But how did this unusual phrase come to hold
such power?

Could the superstitious phrase “rabbit rabbit” have
influenced the outcome of the 1932 U.S. presidential
election? Some, including President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, seemed to believe it could. There’s a tradition

of saying “rabbit rabbit” on the first day of the month

to ensure good luck for the days ahead, and journalists
documented FDR’s practice of reciting the phrase, as well
as carrying a lucky rabbit’s foot (which is now on display

at the FDR Presidential Library and Museum). That year,

he made history as the first Democratic candidate in 80
years to secure both the Electoral College and the popular
vote — though whether luck had anything to do with it is
anyone’s guess. Regardless, the president wasn’t alone in
his devotion to the lagomorphic phrase. During World War I,
British fighter pilots reportedly recited “rabbit rabbit” before

AACA National Activities Calendar (see www.aaca.org/events for full details)

April 3- 5, 2025 Southeastern Spring Charlotte, NC
Nationals

May 1-5, 2025 Western Spring Tuscon, AZ
Nationals/Grand
Nationals

June 1-7, 2025 Vintage Tour Southern/

Eastern PA

June 19-21, 2025 Eastern Spring Beckley, WV

Nationals

taking flight, hoping for a successful mission. The first print
citation seems to be in a 1909 British periodical: A reader’s
submission recounts a story of how their child would say
“rabbit” on the first day of the month, believing it would
bring good fortune as the first word spoken.

But this superstitious belief in rabbits surpasses modern
Western culture. In Chinese tradition, the rabbit is regarded
as the luckiest of the 12 animals in the zodiac. Across many
ancient cultures, the rabbit symbolized fertility and life, and
in modern symbolism, rabbits serve as a beacon for the
coming spring and a religious representation of renewal.

All of these beliefs contribute to the enduring superstition
that rabbits are harbingers of good fortune. According to

its adherents, saying “rabbit rabbit” is most effective when
recited upon waking up on the first of the month. But if

you forget to say it, don’t worry. According to NPR, saying
“black rabbit” or “tibbar tibbar” (“rabbit” spelled backward)
before bed will still do the trick in keeping any misfortune at
bay for the month ahead.

| look forward to seeing you at our next meeting!
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July 2-5, 2025 Central Spring Auburn, IN
Nationals

July 24-26, 2025 Grand Nationals/ Dayton, OH
Zenith

August 12-15, 2025 Eastern Divisional Aroostook
Tour County, ME

September 7-12, 2025 79th Revival AAA Owensboro, KY
Glidden Tour®
Hosted by VMICCA

Aude & Mary Stoe

Thankful for Answered Prayers!
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In Memory Of
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By John & Pat Cox
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In Memorium

In Memory Of

Zatic & E.B8. Dawson

By granddaughter Lou Ann Smith

In Memory Of

&al oJotuedon

By Jeannie Johnson

In Memory Of

Tean # LR Smith G

By their son Chuck Smith

Progertics & (Consultants

1508 Tkites Rownc! . Birsiington WE ETEIS

www carolinatanklines.com

oo StateFarm

Adam Parker, Agent

1183 University Drive Suite 103
Burfington, NC 272158315

Bus 335,584 9231 Fax 336 584.9233
adam@adamparkeninsurance.com

www.adamparkerinsurance.com

Providing insurance and Financial Services
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ALAMANCE

GRLASS

202 Alamance Rd,
Burlington, NC 27215
- FREE ESTIMATES -
(336) 227-6694
Fax (336) 570-2038
www.alamanceglass.com




The Weak Spark is brought to you thanks to these fine sponsors!

Mark Greeson, President
Bus 336-228-9654 - Cell 336-213-4435 » Fax 336-229-1908

521 East Webb Avenue + Burlington, NC 27217
alastarter@bellsouth.net

ALAMANCE

«mm ssn wrs INC.

MNEW & REMAN STARTERS, ALTERNATORS & GENERATORS
SALES PARTS SERVICE

=Associated
Plumbing Co.&=

Post Office Box 2314
Burlington, North Carolina 27215

GENE KIMREY Phone: 336/226-5896
apco@belizouth.net Fax: 336/220-4782

associatedplumbingcompany.com

NVESTMENT MANAGEMENT

3120 5. Church St # Suite 102 + Burlington, NC 27215

Brooke T. Carpenter LPL Financial Advisor
336-584-9955 « 336-584-0076 fax * 336-380-5847 cell
brooke.carpenter@ipl.com * text to 336-361-1989

nd advisary senvices offered through LPL Financial
2 Registered nvestment Advrsor, Member FINRASSIAC

www bettyandrewsinvestmentmanagement.com

Eric Harrell

Insurance Answers for Seniors

Aliant
Marketing,
Inc
265 S. Cobb Ave, Burlington, NC 27217
MedicareScream.com ..-\lianl'}-larkctin_g.cnm

Bill & Susan
Cauthren

BATTLEGROUND TIRE & WRECKER

] l 336-227-2991
‘E B
P : | o R = s,
@ S ) \ b4
& s -1 .l
: — N
& [

6204 NC 62 South
Burlington, NC 27215

Roberto Baltazar
Operator

Burlinglon, M

1222 S. Church St.
Burlington, NC 27215
www.blackstire.com

Phone: (336) 228-1798
Fax; (336) 229-1790
eric.harrell@blackstire.com
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The Weak Spark is brought to you thanks to these fine sponsors!

Breexs

Manufacturing Solurions, Inc.

TROY BROOKS

1327 M. CHURCH STREET, BURLINGTON N.C. 27217
CELL 336.263.4136 OFFIicE 336.567.2014
TROYBMS{IUGMAIL.COM

WWW.BMSCONTROLPANELS.COM

§ v carandiruckviate.corm |- B

B AL e J o w - » Paintless Dent » Interior H,gpnir
?ESRSEI Rt".'E Removal & Dyeing

ne Sirest i
Burington, NC 27215 Pl Tomch-ip * Wlnkm Tiikin

Fo: [336) 370.3598 & Scratch Repair » Customizing
1336) 570.2323 » Windshield Repair & Accessorizing

Central Carolina
Concrete, LLC.

& 296 S Edwardia Drive Greensboro, NC 27409

t® 336-315-0777

&@ HYUNDAI

David Simmons 11

Sabes Manager

Crenshaw Hyundai Inc Office: 336-584-1134
530 Huffman Mill Road Cell: 335-5330-4072
Basrlimggion, MC 27205 Fax: 330-3453-47 70
wiw.crenshawhyundal. net davidia hyundalcrenshaw. com
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Burlmgton

RENTALS

2280 S Church Street, Suite 205 Burlington, NC 27215
shone-336.228.7368  emergency-336.516.6000
il-BurlingtonRentalsNCi@gmail.com
W\-\-'u-'.HurlirtgturlRenl;lisNC.L‘.L‘lln

Heating - Air Conditioning - Refrigeration

www.chisholmservice.com
336-228-0571

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

7ZJ FISHER

RICK FISHER, CFP®, MSFF

Managing Partner

3120 South Church 3t., Suite 101, Burlington, NC 27215

rick fisher@lpl.com | Tel: 336.532 4396 | Fax: 336.532.4400
Securities offered through LPL Financial, MEMBER FINRASIPC
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In Honor of
Dloyd & Elsie Smik | F & H APPLIANCE
By Bob & Jane Smith Sales ¢ Service ¢ Parts

1328 E. Webb Ave. * Burlington, NC 27217
(336) 227-0189 - Fax (336) 570-2280

Monday - Friday 7:30am - 5:00pm

Gibsonville Complete Lawn Care 6 Py
A Hometown Touch » Kl m b e r 8
Michael Belvin 336-358-1323 STEAKHOUSE

230 W Main St, Gibsonville, NC 27249

(336)-449-641
kimberssteakhouse@gmail.com
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K:}r ]DEJDhl‘ISDn

J De@LeapW:ndows. com
T RIHD - | = AF P

TRIANGLE . LA

EASTERN NC E

LEAPWINDOWS.COM

b L2 Go-ge of £S5
P SR LN ] [ i

| belandintiecom + VIREALNIAE = mtnrr-mhnrcl nmml:




The Weak Spark is brought to you thanks to these fine sponsors!

Dennis Gregory Tim Holliday
General Manager General Manager

Modern Mazda of Burlington

:J,ﬁ'”-’ 'L"i"-“ﬂ'-"-h-'.;_F{f-.:,"“iF 2608 Alamance Road
Burlington, NC 27215 Burlington, NC 27215
Toll Free: 1-800-273-0542 Toll Free: 1-800-273-0542

229-5501 Ph: 336-229-5601

C 269-2882 Fax ; 336-229-0179
CHEVROLET | CADILLAC Fax: 336-222-5935 MAZDA Cell : 336-580-0316
of BURLINGTON 5 picie TS, of BURLINGTOM
dgregoryi@modernauto.com tholliday@medernautoe.com
ModernAuto.com www.modermmazdaofburlington.com
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Chuck Phillips Ii BRSTRY §H0p (336) 226-4757

Store Manager

2452 Tribek: Coust Best Donuts, Cakes, Pastries & Pies in Town
SHuting b rh_.; 21

MIOUID MEMEER OF Wik Phone: (3361227-4000 FB: Paul's Pastry Shop NC
Eﬂm‘! Wik Phone 2 (3382274309 .

E};Heilly e :.;:f.:;n.?.: 304 paulspastrync@gmail.com
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Plumbing
Company uc.

Lea treyton@smileyplumbingcompany.com
wwrw sirspeedy com/burlington oA (336)-937-2264
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S&S Auto Trlm

ringg "eshing
Two Generations of Experience

Automotive Interiors - Install Sunroofs - Vinyl Roofs &
Convertible Tops - Boat Seats & Tops - Airplane Interiors
Custom Work - Headliners

1905 E. Webb Ave.
Burlington, NC 27217

Need Seat Covers?

Ray Smith
(336) 226-6048 - Cell: 212-0799

947 Fisher Ferry St
Thomasville, NC 27360
_336-475-1628
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142 N. Graham-Hopedale Rd.
Burlington, NC 27217
(336) 227-1448

nNa
SunshineRealty

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

830 chapel Hill Rd 136-226-2345
Burlinton, NC 27215 leasing@nceunshineraatty.com

HESHHEhinErE-Hlﬁr.EI:m maintenanced ncsunshinersalty.com

Steve Detter, RPh
Robbin Lee, RPh
Broughton Sellers, RPh
Bridget Robartson, CPAT

Total L lm

F H A E &

The Prescriptions You Need, The Care You Deserve.

475 & Church Sineet
Burdingtan, NG 27214
www. TotalCareBludingtan. com

AMG-BT0-CARE (2273)
Fiod 336 5508524
irdaE TetalCansludingion com

PO Box 24450

Fanis |'I||l\.1|1'||||| Kudia hlotisa
; Burhingion, N 27216

1745 Bunch Bradge Road
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JOE GRAY
Criner/Manager Frone: Ja3b-d2b-110
Fax: 336-226-1180

Call: 336-263-7370




