
December 2024 President’s Message

erry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and Happy Anniversary!  As we celebrate the 
Holiday Season, we are also celebrating the 60th anniversary of the Alamance 
Chapter/Region of the AACA!  A small group of antique car enthusiasts gathered 
at a house in Burlington and decided to start a new chapter of the North 
Carolina Region.  The Alamance Chapter was officially founded in December, 

1964.  Who could have predicted the success our founders would have, and the growth of 
the Club to become the first Chapter/Region outside of Hershey to own their own clubhouse?  
And now we are growing again, with new members and a new clubhouse in process!  I 
am glad that we are laying the foundations for our Club to grow, prosper, and serve our 
community for another 60 years and beyond!

Please make plans to attend the AACA National Convention this year!  The Convention is being 
held in the Charlotte area, at the Embassy Suites close to the Charlotte Motor Speedway, February 
6 – 8, 2025.  It is a fantastic opportunity to meet our national directors, officers, HQ and Library staff, 
as well as to attend some fantastic seminars.  There will also be field trips to the NC Transportation 
Museum and the Rick Hendrick Heritage Center where he has his fantastic collection of classic and 
performance cars.  Lyn St. James will be the keynote speaker at the Friday luncheon hosted by First 
Lady Audrey Harris.  Go to the AACA.org website for information on how to sign up. 

Our Christmas Party will be held at the Shiloh Presbyterian Church Sanctuary (not the Scout 
Hut this time!) on Saturday, December 14, starting at 6:00 pm (get there early so we can start 
on time!).  The Cutting Board is catering the dinner ($25 per person, payable that night to 
Jeanne Johnson).  Pat and John Cox will have an evening of entertainment for us to enjoy!

Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year to all!  

 We’ll see y’all down the road!

Rick Holmes
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Next Weak Spark Deadline
December Issue 11/30/24

Next Club Meeting
November 9, 2024 

6:00 pm
at Shiloh Presbyterian Church 

for a meal catered by
the Cutting Board.

The meal will be $25 per person, 
payable to Jeannie that evening.

M

National and Regional Events: (see www.aaca.org/events for full details)

February 6 - 8 – 2025 Annual Convention,
                            Charlotte, NC

2nd Saturdays – Cruise-In at Jimmy’s 
                             Hotdogs, Mebane 

3rd Fridays – Cruise-In downtown Graham

 need to send our roster of paid members to National in January.  It would really help if 
you could bring your 2025 annual dues ($25 per couple or single) to the Christmas party 
on December 14.  If you are unable to attend, please mail a check payable to Alamance 
Region AACA to PO Box 565, Mebane, NC 27302.  Thank you!I

December 2024 Treasurer’s Report

Jeannie Johnson

News From National

• Be sure to renew your AACA National 
membership.  The renewal card should 
have been in your last issue of Antique 
Automobile magazine, but it is easier to 
renew online at AACA.org.

• The AACA Board of Directors is offering 
$5000 grants to Regions hosting national 
tours or shows.

• The 2025 AACA Annual Convention is 
coming up soon, so make your registrations 
and hotel reservations soon!  See the 
national website for details.

• You can schedule a tour of the National 
HQ building!  If you will be in the Hershey 
area, reach out to Reference Librarian 
Amoi Goldman to set up your group’s tour 
(agoldman@aaca.org, 717-534-2082).



February 6–8, 2025 Annual Convention Charlotte, NC

April 3– 5, 2025 Southeastern Spring Charlotte, NC

 Nationals

May 1–5, 2025 Western Spring  Tuscon, AZ

 Nationals/Grand 

 Nationals

June 1–7, 2025 Vintage Tour Southern/  
  Eastern PA

June 19–21, 2025 Eastern Spring Beckley, WV

 Nationals

July 2–5, 2025 Central Spring  Auburn, IN

 Nationals

July 24–26, 2025 Grand Nationals/ Dayton, OH

 Zenith

August 12–15, 2025 Eastern Divisional  Aroostook

 Tour County, ME

September 7–12, 2025 79th Revival AAA Owensboro, KY

 Glidden Tour®

 Hosted by VMCCA

Minutes from the November 2024 Meeting

he Alamance Region met on November 9 at the 
Scout Hut.  This was our Annual Business Meeting.  
Mickey Kluttz stepped in for Rick Holmes who 
had lost his voice.  He opened with the Pledge of 
Allegiance and a prayer.  Mickey thanked the hosts 

of Larry and Elizabeth Coble and Otto Watson.  Upcoming 
activities are as follows:  Haw River Car Show was today; 
The Village of Brookwood will host a show tomorrow 
afternoon from 2 pm to 4 pm;  Hillsborough Holiday Parade 
is December 8 at 4 pm (Contact Bill Cox if you want to 
participate); Veterans Parade was today; December 7 is 
the Graham Christmas Parade.  Let’s remember Trent Riley 
who had knee replacement and the family of Lynn Isley who 
passed away recently.

Jeanne Johnson gave the Treasurer’s report and the 
budget for 2025. The budget was approved as presented.  
Elizabeth Coble presented the slate of officers and directors 
from the Nominating Committee. She introduced each one 
to the newer members.  They are:

President - Rick Holmes, Vice-President - Donnie Nance, 
Secretary - Mike Blalock, Treasurer - Jeanne Johnson, 
Board - 2024 to 2025 - Chuck Smith, Terry May (Extend his 
term one year),

2025 to 2026 -  Ande Shoe, Scott Wicker, Mickey 
Klutt and Ex-Officio - Elizabeth Coble.  There were 
no nominations from the floor so Elizabeth closed the 
nominations.  The slate was approved as presented.

Mickey then proceeded with the choice of the Car for the 
Plaque for our Car Show in May.

The Board recommended that we use  the 1950’s White 
Jaguar of Butch McKenzie.  Butch has done so much of 
preparing our land for a new Clubhouse for free.  The motion 
carried.

Ande Shoe gave an update on the Clubhouse Building.  
He stated the bricks are there and water and sewer 
connections are at the road.  We are waiting on approval of 
plans by the County.  Mickey thanked Ande for supervising 
the building of our facility.  Under other business, our 
Christmas Party will  be held on December 14 at 6:00 pm.  
We will meet at Shiloh Presbyterian Church.  Pat Cox asked 
for some volunteers to help with a skit and she also plans 
to present a slide show of members who have passed.  The 
meal is being catered by the Cutting Board and will cost 
$25.00 per person.  There will also be a singer and we will 
sing Carols.  Jeanne also reminded everyone that dues are 
$25.00 per year for singles or couples.

National dues are $45.00 and can be paid on-line or sent 
with your form from your last Magazine.  Larry Coble also 
reminded everyone that Max and Scott Wicker’s Mustang  
has been nominated for a National Award.

The meeting was adjourned,

T

Elizabeth Coble for Mike Blalock

AACA National Activities Calendar



The 2024 Hot Rod Power Tour!
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Henry Gaither, Jr.
Photos courtesy of



In Memorium

In Memory Of

Judy Cox
By John & Pat Cox

Hey Bruce, wanna drive a Model A?

fter recently admitting that I’d love to have a 
1929 Model A tudor due to seeing Bill Thele 
make his way through modern traffic on his 
way to work in his Tudor in my hometown, 
I received an unexpected offer... Rick and 

Richard Holmes made me an incredible offer I couldn’t 
refuse—”Hey, Bruce, wanna drive a Model A?”

Well, no self-respecting car guy could ever turn down 
such an offer, so I readily accepted! It was a beautiful 
summer day with clear skies when I made my way 
to Richard’s building where he houses some of his 
collection of vintage beauties, and a gleaming black 
roadster awaited.

Following some basic instruction to get this newbie 
familiarized with how to go about starting a Model A, 
and getting me settled in behind the wheel, we were off! 
To simply explore some less-traveled side streets in Haw 
River. In a gorgeous black Model A roadster no less!

The first thing that was difficult for this 
Model A neophyte to get acclimated to was 
the non-synchronized manual transmission 
in Model As. Yep, I have been spoiled by 
the more modern fully-synchronized manual 
transmission cars I’ve driven. 

Rick tells me that I did well, but the “blip of 
the throttle, move the shifter out of gear, blip 
the throttle to move the shifter to the next 
gear” left me feeling like I ground at least a half 
pound of hamburger in the gearbox. Between 
that and the fairly heavy non-power steering, 
wow, I had no idea your hands and feet would 
be so busy driving an old A! There would 
definitely be far fewer drivers playing on their 
cellphones if we were all still driving Model As!

As it turned out Rick was a wonderful driving 
instructor and we shared a pleasant drive in 
spite of my gear-griding activities. So now it’s 
on to my quest... where might I find a clean old 1929 Model 
A Tudor? Even a ‘30 would do. More importantly, how do I 

convince Bobbie to let me make another old car acqusition? 
That’ll be the toughest part! Any pointers guys?

A



The Weak Spark is brought to you thanks to these fine sponsors!
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Western Charcoal Steak House
142 N. Graham-Hopedale Rd.

Burlington, NC 27217
(336) 227-1448


